MICHAEL SCHMIDT
THE RAW DEAL

BY KAT TANCOCK

Michael Schmidt pouring raw milk for an eager customer at the Picnic at the Brick Works in September.

Michael Schmidt is on a mission. The Durham farmer wants
all Ontarians to have the right to drink raw, unpasteurized milk
from their own cow — even if that cow is living on another
person’s farm. He continues to wage his crusade despite the
hardships he has had to endure during his fifteen-year battle. “I
can't stand injustice and I can’t stand complacency,” he explains.
“I'm always very passionate with respect to what happens to the
farmers.”

Originally from Germany, Schmidt has been farming in Can-
ada for twenty-five years. On his Glencolton Farms, Schmidt
runs a dairy and cheese operation and a bakery, and raises his
own meats. He adds that, “We have our own orchard [and] we
make fresh apple cider and stuff like that. Besides that we have
cultural events like symphony in the barn. It's a combination of
culture and agriculture.”

The raw milk saga began when Schmidt’s customers inquired
about purchasing milk directly from the farm. This was not
legally possible under Ontario Milk Marketing Board regula-
tions that required not only that all milk sold in Ontario be
pasteurized, but also that farmers could sell their milk only to
the Marketing Board.

In 1992, Schmidt developed a “lease-a-cow” program in an
attempt to get around the regulations. Customers paid him for
a share of a cow in exchange for milking services and raw milk.
Two years later, government officials informed Schmidt he was
breaking the law. Since they told him it was perfectly legal for
him to drink the milk from his own cows, however, he contin-
ued with the program — rationalizing that his cows’ leaseholders
were also drinking milk from their own cows.

But the government clamped down: officials arrived at the
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